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However, just as one need not give up one's own religion and
take to Hinduism because of these instances, similarly, one need
not embrace Islam because of instances like those of Abdul Kadar.
I do not mind if there are many such instances among Muslims
and, because of them, the whole of India gets converted to
Islam. However, just as there have been the best as well as the
worst of men among Hindus, so too there are wicked persons
among the Muslims also. I Would not like you to cite the example
of Abdul Kadar to convert anyone to Islam. You can talk to
Hindus on other matters. Why do you ask the Dheds and the
Bhangis to become Muslims? You could tell the Hindus, "There
have been very tplerant men amongst you; you treat all crea-
tures alike; how can you regard human beings as untouchables?
Are you not ashamed of keeping humans apart?'5 You can serve
Hinduism in this manner- By quoting the example of Abdul
Kadar, I could tell Muslims, "Your religion is practised by such
lovers of truth who advocate tolerance and who would forgive
even their enemies. How can you bring disgrace upon them?"
Thus would I serve Islam. We would then be purifying our own
religion to such an extent that no one would be able to prevent
those who wish to embrace it.
It would, however, be an outrage to take advantage of
someone's poverty and tell him, "Come my friend, I shall give
you so many rupees, pay off your debts; because your co-religion-
ists are pestering you, you come over to us," He does this not
because of his love for Islam, but because of the sum that is
offered to him. What food did the people get who came to
Mohammed Sahib? Dates and water, and when even that was not
available, a fast. Nevertheless, out of respect for his personality
and drawn, by his spiritual power, people used to flock to him and
embrace Islam- Speaking for myself, if a new Mohammed Sahib
comes forward and, drawn by his personal magnetism, the whole
World gets converted to Islam, I would not mind this in the least.
I say all this only because I know the appeal of Islam. I do
not believe that Islam was spread through the sword; it has been
spread by fakirs* It has spread through truth, austerity and cou-
rage* Everyone will admit that Islam has been defended by the
sword; but for its spread only the fakirs can claim credit. I, there-
fore, assert that spreading Islam through force or favours or in
any such way is not rendering service to it but rather bringing
disgrace upon it. I say this only because of my love for Islam,
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